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1 Introduction

This document enumerates the anatomical terms used in Ebisédian to refer to
parts of the body. Most anatomical terms in Ebisedian are inflected for gender,
as appropriate to the person being described. The epicene is used when referring
to a part of the body in general, without reference to either gender.

For conciseness, we employ the following abbreviations:
masc. masculine
fem. feminine
epi. epicene

2 The Body

The body of the Ebisedi is called the júchuÌ. The male body is cúchuÌ; the
female body is juchuÌ́.

2.1 Main Parts

The body is divided into 3 main parts:

1. The top part of the body, from the head to the shoulders, is termed the
t̂ájÌm, masc. t̂´̄ajÌm; fem. t̂acÌ́m.

2. The torso, excluding the arms and shoulders, is chújÌm. Masc. ch´̄ujÌm;
fem. chucÌ́m.

3. The limbs (arms and legs) are collectively referred to as sÌ́jÌm; masc.
s´̄ÌjÌm; fem. sÌcÌ́m. Note that sÌ́jÌm is a collective singular that refers to
all the limbs on the body. Individual limbs have their own names.

2.2 Left and Right

Body parts that come in pairs, such as the eyes, eyebrows, arms, and legs, can
be individually named by suffixing cu- for the left member, or ro- for the right
member. For example, the arm is bÌj́Ì, so the left arm is cubÌj́Ì and the right
arm is robÌj́Ì.

3 The Head and Shoulders

The t̂ájÌm, head and shoulders, include the head, the neck, and the shoulders.
The masc. is t̂´̄ajÌm; fem. is t̂acÌ́m.
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3.1 The Head

The head is kaj́Ì; masc. t̂ájÌ; fem. kac´̄Ì.1 The head is subdivided into the face,
the scalp, and the back.

The scalp, gøkaj́Ì, masc. gǿkajÌ, fem. gøkac´̄Ì, covers the top 1
3 of the head,

including the forehead, but not including the eyes and eyebrows.
The face, charÌ́m, masc. kárÌm, fem. damÌ́m, covers the front half of the

remaining portion of the head, up to and including the ears. Note that all three
genders have different root words.2

The back of the head is khekájÌ, masc. khékajÌ, fem. khekac´̄Ì, and covers
the back of the head below the gøkaj́Ì, behind the ears.

3.1.1 The Scalp

The forehead is grajaÌ́; masc. krájaÌ, fem. gracaÌ́. The upper back of the head
is majaÌ́; masc. májaÌ; fem. macaÌ́.

3.1.2 Hair

Hair on the head is collectively s´̄3Ì; masc. pÌ́s3Ì; fem. bÌs3Ì́.3 Note that pÌ́s3Ì
refers to short hair in general, and may be applied to both males and females;
similarly, bÌs3Ì́ refers to long hair in general.

A single strand of hair is sÌ́Ì. Note that this is a neuter noun, unlike the
other anatomical terms.

3.1.3 The Face

The face consists of:

1. The upper part of the face, including the eyes and eyebrows: fatuÌ́, masc.
fátuÌ, fem. fat̂uÌ́.

(a) The eyes are zoj́Ì; masc. zójÌ; fem. zocÌ́. This noun may be used
either singularly to refer to one eye, or collectively to refer to both
eyes. The left eye is cuzoj́Ì; masc. cuzójÌ, fem. cuzocÌ́. The right
eye is rozoj́Ì; masc. rozójÌ, fem. rozocÌ́.

(b) The eyebrows are char3zÌ́; masc. chár3zÌ; fem. char3zoÌ́. Note the
derivation from chárÌ, “expressiveness”—the eyebrows are regarded
as an added dimension of expressiveness to the eyes. The left eye-
brow is cuchar3zÌ́; masc. cuchár3zÌ, fem. cuchar3zoÌ́. The right
eyebrow is rochar3zÌ́; masc. rochár3zÌ, fem. rochar3zoÌ́.

1Note that kac´̄Ì has a long Ì̄. It can be rather offensive to refer to a woman’s head as kacÌ́
(with a short Ì), which refers to a small plant with red flowers.

2The fem. of charÌ́m used to be karÌ́m, but it has been displaced by damÌ́m, which
derives from damÌ́l, “pretty”.

3Note that epi., s´̄3Ì, is inflected like a 2nd declension noun; whereas the masc. and fem.
forms are inflected as 1st declension nouns.
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2. The nose, ngÌsÌ́, masc. gÌ́
˜
sÌ, fem. ngÌsuÌ́.

3. The cheeks, jumÌ́m, masc. cúmÌm, fem. jubÌ́m. The left cheek is referred
to as cujumÌ́m; masc. cucúmÌm, fem. cujubÌ́m. The right cheek is
rojumÌ́m; masc. rocúmÌm, fem. rojubÌ́m.

4. The mouth, lips, and chin, tágrÌm, masc. t̂ágrÌm, fem. takrÌ́m.

(a) The area between the upper lip and the nose, is sÌbruÌ́; masc. sÌ́bruÌ;
fem. sÌpruÌ́. The moustache is brus3Ì́, and only occurs as a masc.
noun.

(b) The mouth is tagruÌ́; masc. tágruÌ, fem. takruÌ́. Note that this
word refers to the opening of the mouth, not to the lips.

(c) The lower lip and chin is krÌbruÌ́; masc. krÌ́bruÌ; fem. mÌpruÌ́. The
beard is kr´̄uÌ, and only occurs as a masc. noun.

(d) The lips themselves (the pink part), is jubruÌ́, masc. cúbruÌ, fem.
jupruÌ́.

(e) The chin, butágrÌ, masc. bútagrÌ, fem. butakrÌ́.

5. The ears, kutámÌ, masc. kútamÌ, fem. kutamÌ́. Note that this noun
may be used both collectively and singularly; thus, kutámÌ could refer to
one ear, and also to both. A specific number may be used to disambiguate
between them: kutámokeÌ, “one ear”; 3kutámojeÌ, “two ears” (i. e.,
both ears).4 One may also refer specifically to the left ear: cukutámÌ,
masc. cukútamÌ, fem. cukutamÌ́; or to the right ear: rokutámÌ, masc.
rokútamÌ, fem. rokutamÌ́.

3.2 The Neck

The neck is nusÌ́; masc. núsÌ; fem. nusuÌ́.

3.3 The Shoulders

The shoulders are collectively bughaÌ́; masc. púghaÌ; fem. bukhaÌ́. The left
shoulder is cubughaÌ́, masc. cupúghaÌ, fem. cubukhaÌ́; the right shoulder is
robughaÌ́, masc. ropúghaÌ, fem. robukhaÌ́;

4 The Torso

The chújÌm, torso, is also divided into 3 parts, as described below. Note that
the shoulders are not regarded as part of the chújÌm.

4Note that this is not the typical behaviour of collective nouns; plurals of ordinary collective
nouns usually refer to multiple sets of the referent, not to multiple individual referents.

4



4.1 The chest

The part between the shoulders and belly is called the t̂anuÌ́; masc. t̂ánuÌ; fem.
t̂aduÌ́. This includes the chest and the corresponding back portion of the torso.
This roughly corresponds with the thorax, but excluding the shoulders.

A man’s chest (not including the back) is t´̄ajÌ (masc. only).
A woman’s breasts are jujuÌ́. This singular term is used collectively, though

sometimes the plural 3jujuÌ́ is also used. Note that this is a neuter noun unlike
most of the other terms. It is also a colloquial word for breast milk. The left
breast is cujujuÌ́; the right breast is rojujuÌ́.

4.2 The belly

The belly and waist, including the upper hips and the small of the back, is called
the junuÌ́; masc. cúnuÌ; fem. juduÌ́.

A woman’s belly is gumÌ́r, which also refers to the womb. This word is
usually only used to refer to a pregnant woman’s belly, and is never used on a
man.

4.3 The hips

The lower hips, including the groin, is called funuÌ́; masc. fúnuÌ; fem. fuduÌ́.
Sometimes, this word is used as euphemism for the genitals.

In common parlance, vuja
˜
Ì́ is used for a woman’s hips, which carries con-

notations of being curvaceous.
In medical terminology, the epicene word jā

˜
Ì is used to refer to the pelvis or

pelvic area of the torso. However, this word is not used in casual conversations.

5 Limbs

There are two kinds of limbs:

1. The arm, bÌj́Ì; masc. bÌ́jÌ; fem. bÌcÌ́. The left arm is cubÌj́Ì, masc. cubÌ́jÌ,
fem. cubÌcÌ́. The right arm is robÌj́Ì, masc. robÌ́jÌ, fem. robÌcÌ́.

2. The leg, r3j́Ì; masc. r3́jÌ; fem. r3cÌ́. The left leg is cur3j́Ì, masc. cur3́jÌ,
fem. cur3cÌ́. The right leg is ror3j́Ì, masc. ror3́jÌ, fem. ror3cÌ́.

In anthropoid creatures with tails, the tail is regarded as part of the sÌj́Ìm
(limbs), and is referred to as ĺÌjÌ; masc. ĺ̄ÌjÌ; fem. lÌcÌ́.

5.1 The Arms

Each arm can be further subdivided into the 3 parts.
The upper arm is the k3t̂ájÌ; masc. k3́t̂ajÌ; fem. k3t̂acÌ́. Note the derivation

from k3t̂aÌ́, “strength”—the upper arm is regarded as the ‘strong’ part of the
arm.
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The forearm is the jut̂ájÌ; masc. jút̂ajÌ; fem. jut̂acÌ́. Note the derivation
from jut̂áÌ, “support”—whereas the upper arm is the ‘strength’, the forearm is
the ‘support’.

The hand is the tagÌ́t; masc. t̂ágÌt; fem. takÌ́t. The hand encompasses the
5 fingers, the palm and the wrist.

5.1.1 The Forearm

The elbow is considered part of the forearm, whilst the wrist is considered part
of the hand.

The elbow is z3bÌj́Ì; masc. s3́bÌjÌ; fem. z3bÌcÌ́—the ‘arm-joint’.

5.1.2 The Hand

The hand consist of the 5 fingers, the palm, and the wrist.
The finger is tagÌ́; masc. t̂ágÌ; fem. takÌ́. Note the direct derivation from

t̂ágÌt. Historically, ‘hand’ and ‘fingers’ were referred to with the same word.
Note that tagÌ́ refers to an individual finger; there are 5 fingers on the hand,
hence 3tagop̂eÌ́ tagÌ́t “5 fingers in a hand”.

The palm is the h3rotágÌt; masc. h´̄3rotagÌt; fem. h3rotakÌ́t. The h3ro-
prefix indicates “holding”, that which holds what is grasped. The 3tag´̄Ì grasp,
but it is the h3rotágÌt against which the thing is held.

The wrist is the ganotágÌt; masc. gánotagÌt; fem. ganotakÌ́t. The gano-
prefix indicates “maneuvering”—the wrist is that which gives maneuvering flex-
ibility to the hand.

5.1.3 Fingers and thumbs

The Ebisedi regard fingers and thumbs as the same. Hence, fingers are numbered
starting from the thumb as the ‘first’ finger. There are also special names for
each finger, as follows:

1. Thumb: t̂øtagÌ́; masc. t̂ǿtagÌ; fem. t̂øtakÌ́. “Grand finger”. An alter-
native name is keotagÌ́, “first finger”.5

2. Index finger: ga
˜
tagÌ́; masc. gá

˜
tagÌ; ga

˜
takÌ́. The prefix ga

˜
- is a contrac-

tion of gano; hence, it is the “manipulating finger”. Also called jeotagÌ́,
“second finger”.

3. Middle finger: brÌtagÌ́; masc. brÌ́tagÌ; brÌtakÌ́. The prefix brÌ- indicates
length; this is the “long finger”. Also called reotagÌ́, “third finger”.

4. Ring finger: pÌpÌtagÌ́; masc. pÌ́pÌtagÌ; pÌpÌtakÌ́. The prefix pÌpÌ- is
from the noun pÌpÌ́, “neglect”, “sadness”. Hence, “neglected finger”.
Also called deotagÌ́, “fourth finger”.

5Note that the Ebisedian numbering of fingers start with the thumb as the ‘first’ finger;
one should take care not to confuse this with the English numbering of fingers.
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5. Little finger: mÌvÌtagÌ́; masc. mÌ́vÌtagÌ; mÌvÌtakÌ́. “Small finger”.
Sometimes also affectionately called mÌtagÌ́, “dear finger”. Also called
p̂eotagÌ́, “fifth finger”.

5.2 The Legs

Each leg is subdivided into the thigh, the lower leg, and the foot.
The thigh is the l3t̂ájÌ; masc. l3́t̂ajÌ; fem. l3t̂acÌ́. It is the thigh which gives

the strength to move.
The lower leg is the jut̂ár3jÌ; masc. jút̂ar3jÌ; fem. jut̂ar3cÌ́. The lower leg

is regarded as the support of the entire body.
The foot is the r3gÌ́t; masc. r3́gÌt; fem. r3kÌ́t.

5.2.1 The knee

The knee is z3r3j́Ì, masc. s3́r3jÌ, fem. z3r3cÌ́; “leg-joint”. This is a technical
term for the knee; the common term is p̂uj́Ì, masc. p̂´̄ujÌ, fem. p̂ucÌ́. This word
is derived from the verb p̂ǿje, to strike with the knee.

5.2.2 The foot

The foot consists of the toes, the middle part of the foot, and the heel.
The toe is the r3gÌ́; masc. r3́gÌ; fem. r3kÌ́.
The middle part of the foot is the sar3gÌ́; masc. sár3gÌ; fem. sar3kÌ́. The

sa- prefix indicates “balance”; the middle part of the foot is regarded as that
which gives balance to the foot, and indirectly, to the whole body.

The heel is the ngar3gÌ́; masc. ngár3gÌ; fem. ngar3kÌ́. The nga- prefix,
which indicates enmity, comes from an archaic practice of crushing a defeated
foe with one’s heel as a symbol of humiliation.

5.2.3 The toes

The 5 toes are named as follows:

1. Big toe: t̂ør3gÌ́; masc. t̂ǿr3gÌ, fem. t̂ør3kÌ́. “Grand toe”. Also known
as keor3gÌ́, “first toe”.

2. brÌr3gÌ́; masc. brÌ́r3gÌ; fem. brÌr3kÌ́. “Long toe”. Also known as
jeor3gÌ́, “second toe”. Note that the “long toe” is the second toe, whereas
the “long finger” is the third finger (by Ebisedian reckoning).

3. reor3gÌ́; masc. reor3́gÌ; fem. reor3kÌ́. “Third toe”. There is no special
name for this toe.

4. deor3gÌ́; masc. deor3́gÌ; fem. deor3kÌ́. “Fourth toe”. There is no special
name for this toe.

5. The little toe: mÌvÌr3gÌ́; masc. mÌ́vÌr3gÌ; mÌvÌr3kÌ́. “Small toe”. Al-
ternatively, mÌ́r3gÌ, “dear toe”. Also known as p̂eor3gÌ́, “fifth toe”.
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